
Sometimes when you pick up a block of wood, you can immediately óseeô what you want 

it to be. Sometimes you have to ólistenô to the wood intently to see the design that needs to 

evolve. 

This month Scott Overby will be talking to us about using the grain of the wood  or unu-

sual flaws to determine what the final shape will be. From straight grain to burl, plain to fig-

ured each piece of wood offers multiple possibilities. 

Sometimes this analysis and study of the piece of wood comes when it is mounted on 

the lathe and sometimes it comes when the round is being cut and shaped. 

To be successful at our woodturning, the visualization and design of a piece is a dynam-

ic evolving process. 
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Gorsh!ðIf you 

have a shop 

full of sawdust 

and chunks of 

wood,  do yuh 

think youôd 

need a fire ex-

tinguisher on 

hand ñjust in 

caseò? 

Greetings  

The Symposium is all but here! Sum-

mer is upon us. I am excited to go to Port-

land and experience my first National Sym-

posium. I canôt encourage all of you 

enough to attend for at least a day. Having 

the Symposium in Portland is like having it 

in our own back yard. Generally, it is held 

in the Midwest to east. If you are attending 

for several days, please consider volun-

teering for a shift. You get front row seating 

and contact with a presenter. I was just 

notified that there are t-shirts for the volun-

teers.   

Empty bowl challengeð this is the 

last month to bring in turnings for the chal-

lenge.  The goal was 100 bowls. We are 

about half way there. The name is ñEmpty 

Bowl Challengeò but other tunings are also 

welcome. Remember that the items will be 

sold at auction to raise funds for Meals on 

Wheels in the Portland area.  

The Kitsap fair is also on the horizon it 

is a lot of fun.  The sign up sheet will be 

out shortly for volunteering for shifts. 

We are always looking for local woods 

to use.  The board established the Wood 

Wranglers which is a group of members 

willing to go forth and glean wood.  The list 

of volunteers is at the end of the member-

ship list on the website. If you would like to 

be included please contact any board 

member or Jeff Brody to be added to the 

list.   

Larry Lemon, President 
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On Thursday June 14th ððð 

Registration from 2 pm to 7 pm. 

Exhibitions will open with a Welcome 

Reception at 5 pm. 

Opening Ceremonies are at 6:30 pm. 

At 7:00 pm, Christian Burchard will 

speak at the opening on ñA Life Made with 

These Hands.ò 

On Friday June 15th ððð 

Everything starts at 8:20 am  

¶Exhibits and Gallery 

¶Trade Show 

¶Presentations 1 thru 4 

On Saturday June 16th ðð 

Trade Show 7:30 am to 6:00 pm  

Exhibitions 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Presentations 5 thru  8 

Chapters Meeting 9:45 am 

Silent Auction 3:30 pmð8:30 pm 

Banquet  6:00 pmð7:30 pm 

On Sunday June 17th ðð 

Presentations 9 thru 11 

Trade Show 8:00 am to 2:15 pm 

Exhibitions 9:00 to Noon 

Members Meeting 9:45 am 

From the STRAIT TURNERS 

The AAW 2018 Symposium 

Swayze to Rep at WIT 
The AAW has been promoting the 

Women in Turning, WIT, and is asking each 

chapter to designate a Liaison to the WIT 

group.  

Sandy Swayze has graciously 

agreed to represent the Olympic Peninsula 

Woodturners at the WIT. 

Our sister wood turning group 
from Sequim will be having their 
monthly meeting on May 29th from 
12:30 pm to 3:30 pm at the Gardiner 
Community Center. The address is 
980 Old Gardiner Rd, and is located 
between Discovery and Sequim. 
Presenter this month is Ralph 

Linberg and the topic is ñKeeping 
your wood on the lathe.ò Ralph will 
go over a multitude of method to 
safely and securely hold you intend-
ed óobject dô Artô on your lathe in-
stead of careening across the shop. 
Turners of all levels are wel-

come. 
For more information go to their 

website or call Ernie Kozun at 360-
686-2560. 
   gg 

http://www.straitturners.org/
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Mark Baker will be teaching a be-

ginnerôs and intermediate class on turning 

a lidded box. Youôll learn about types of 

boxes, proportion, lid styles and shape, 

tool selection and decorative techniques. 

Mark has always been fascinated with 

timber. He loves experimenting with differ-

ent woods, shapes, and surface enhance-

ment in his work. Hints of classical and 

ancient forms, such as those from Rome, 

Greece, Asia, and the trade routes, are 

often featured in his Mark's works, but he 

always tries to develop and tweak things 

further. Mark is very conscious of the 

woods selected, going a long way to find 

specific woods and cuts to maximize both 

the form and the appearance, at times us-

ing color and texture to enhance his work.  

Keith Gotschall will be teaching be-

ginner to intermediate demonstrations on 

basic bowl turning, tool selection, design 

considerations and chucking options. 

An avid rock climber, one woodturning 

insight Keith has gleaned from rock climb-

ing is the importance of total body move-

ment. He observes that "Any good climber 

knows it's mostly about footwork -- a dance 

to make the most of the steps available -- 

and less about the upper body. At the 

lathe, I often think about the shifting of 

weight when I am trying to make that final 

cut in one go around a curve. It's the coor-

dinated action of arms, legs, and core that 

makes the cut succeed."  

You'll learn about platter turning, con-

siderations for going off center safely, us-

ing a screw chuck, turning beads on side 

grain with spindle gouge, use of four-jaw 

chuck in expansion mode, and simple dec-

oration.  

 From the AAW Portland Symposium 

Mark Baker 

England 

Steve Gotschall 

Colorado 

Demonstrators 

The AAW is in need of volunteers in 

almost all areas of the symposium. If you 

would like to volunteer to help and get to 

know the people of AAW better as well as 

some of the premier turners of the craft, go 

to HERE and choose an area to help out. 

Youôll be glad you did. 

AAW Needs Volunteers 

Donôt forget the Empty 

Bowl fund raiser. 

100% of the proceeds go to 

Meals on Wheels OR 

Drinking from 

a Firehose - 

 

Something 

youôll feel like 

youôre doing 

when you at-

tend the AAW 

Symposium in 

Portland. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0DC1CFDAFBC8F862&cs=09B7BADE8FBB8B147B7D640F5BCE9BCC


 

"Sand-
paper is 
just       
another    
cutting 
tool."  

- Dick 
Raffan 

JET-Powermatic is the official lathe 

sponsor and supplier for the Portland 

Symposium. This year they will be selling 

demonstrator-floor model lathes at a 20% 

discount at the end of the show. They will 

also have tradeshow equipment from their 

booth at 20% off. 

If you are interested in purchasing any 

of the equipment in advance, contact Tobi-

as Bridges at ǘōǊƛŘƎŜǎϪƧǇǿƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦŎƻƳ  

or call him at 870-275-1705. 

 
    gh 

 

      

Beads of Courage, Inc. a 501(c) 3 tax-
exempt organization dedicated to helping 
children with serious illness record, tell 
and own their stories of survival. 
We have been working diligently to 

transform the treatment experience for 

children coping with chronic, life threaten-

ing illness through our arts-in-medicine 

programs. 
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Donate turned bowls will be sold at the 

Portland Symposium with the proceeds 

going to support Meals on Wheels.  

For more information on the program, 

go to Meals on Wheels in Portland.  

 

For more information of the Beads of 

Courage, go to their website HERE, and 

HERE. 

 

 

 

During the Symposium, FedEx will 

have a booth (820 & 822) to package 

items you may purchase at the exhibits 

and ship them home for you. There will be 

a $5 Handling Fee plus the cost of ship-

ping. The booth will be open Saturday 1pm 

to 6pm and Sunday 11am to 5pm. 

 

 

 

If youôre planning on attending the 

Portland Symposium, you probably have 

already received pertinent information. If 

not, an alphabetical listing of the demon-

strators and their topics can be found 

HERE. 

For a spreadsheet of the presenta-

tions and their times and locations, go 

HERE. Donôt bother printing it unless you 

have a very good magnifying glass or Su-

per Vision. Best to view it on your comput-

er where you can enlarge it. 

2017 

May 30ð Scott Overby demonstrating Analyzing the wood you turn. 

June 14-17 AAW 32ndt Annual Symposium in Portland OR.  

June ð27 June Meeting. Graeme PriddleðColoring, inlays and finishing techniques 

August  Kitsap County Fair. Weôll have a booth. Make your tops! 

August 29ð August Monthly Meeting with a Round Robin multi-station demonstration of 

  different techniques and styles of turning and finishing. 

Sept 26ð Rick Rich on creating a four legged stool. 

Oct 7ð  Sawdust SessionðDemonstrators TBA 

mailto:tbridges@jpwindustries.com?subject=Lathes%2FEquipment%20at%20AAW%20Symposium
https://www.mowp.org/
http://www.beadsofcourage.org/pages/about.html
http://www.beadsofcourage.org/pages/woodturners.html
http://files.constantcontact.com/c38abb3f001/8601dd3f-67b2-49b0-a8d3-342c2c73ae69.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/c38abb3f001/db7a39f5-30ff-4437-842c-af0738c76372.pdf

