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THIS MONTH’s MEETING 
JACK WAYNE WILL BE 

DEMONSTRATING 
PLATTERS 

Jack Wayne, tamer of Dragons, righter of 
wrongs, rescuer of fair maidens, a modest man with 
much to be modest about, quietly doing his best to 
change the world, was born at an early age and left to 
fend for himself with only the frequent aid of concerned parents and helpful strangers. 

His background is best described as eclectic, erratic and impetuous.  Growing up 
on his father's horse and cattle ranch he quite early developed an appreciation of 
mechanical devices, but was a terrible welder.  He eventually left to join the Army, 
became a paratrooper, later a fireman, then a teacher, then a boat builder/designer, an 
engineer for a fiberglass company, a stockbroker…and is now unemployed in his later 
years.  Hobbies have likewise been varied: mineralogy, photography, fishing, racing 
cars, boats and motorcycles, and building furniture…until infected with the 
woodturning virus in 1994. 

Jack has served two terms as president and vice-president of the Seattle 
Woodturners, two terms as president of South Puget Sound Woodturners, and taught 
woodturning at Seattle Woodcraft for 10 years. 

His philosophy is to learn as much as possible, and realize that you don't 
necessarily have to practice or use all you learn, to pass on that knowledge to others 
and help them develop skills to further the craft, to encourage anyone with an interest. 

Woodturning is fun, and I do enjoy a good time, and unlike Doug Henderson, I 
do remember most of the fun I had.  Remember always:  WOODTURNING IS THE 
MOST FUN YOU CAN HAVE WITH YOUR CLOTHES ON AND NOT GET 
ARRESTED… USUALLY. 

You can find out more about Jack at his web site 

www.jackwayne.com   

 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

29 Sept. 6:30 pm, 
 Kitsap Adventist School 

5088 NW Taylor Rd. 
Bremerton, WA 

 With Social, Library, Show and 
Tell Tables and wood auction 

viewing before 
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 
Sept 29th Capt. Jack Wayne will 

demonstrate on Turning Platters 
Oct 27th Monthly Meeting-Program to be 

determined 
Nov 7th ALL DAY OPCAAW Mini-

Symposium.  Save this date for a 
great day of turning, details will be 
in the next issue of 
CHATTERMARKS 

Nov 17th Monthly Meeting-Program to be 
determined (NOTE this meeting is 
earlier than normal to avoid 
conflicts with Thanksgiving) 

Dec 15th Annual Club Christmas Party 
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Club Members win 
 Blue Ribbons at 

Kitsap County Fair 
 
Turning by Norm Hix.  His 
wife Lynn made the glass 
insert.  Together they won 2 
Blue ribbons 

 
Vase with turquoise 

 by  
Steve Thompson 

 
 

Natural Edge Bowl  
by  

Vern West
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SPECIAL CLUB RAFFLE 
OPCAAW Special raffle.  The cost is $2 a ticket or 3 tickets 
for $5.  The drawing will be at the September Member 
Meeting.    The prizes are: 

1.  A D-Way Gouge donated by Dave Schweitzer 

2. A pen turned during a club demonstration by Scott 
Overby 

3. Six $10.00 gifts certificates for Craft Supply 
  

4th Annual Port Gamble Forest Festival 
Saturday 25 September 9am-6pm 

The club has sponsored a booth at the annual Forest Festival and Old 
Mill days at Port Gamble. 

Members are invited to come, demonstrate and sell their wares. 
We plan to have a generator to run a lathe, one of the mini-lathes, 

Ralph’s treadle lathe, tables and a booth 
Ralph Lindberg will be there from about 8:30 AM on. If you are 

interested in being involved, contact Ralph at publicrelations@opcaaw.com 
or (360)779-5979. Please contact Ralph even if you have already talked to 
him. 

In addition to us, the organizers expect the wood Carving, several craft 
vendors, a carnival, lumber demonstrations, a classic car show and 
entertainment 

There is also a Pancake feed from 8AM to 11AM ($6/per) 
For more information 

 
http://www.oldmilldays.com/ 

mailto:publicrelations@opcaaw.com�
http://www.oldmilldays.com/�
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Kitsap Adventist School Annual Auction 
 

The school is holding its annual fund raising auction in 
November.   We have donated pieces for them to auction off.  
The items we have donated in the past always draw a lot of 
interest and money for the school.   We will collect turned 

pieces at the October meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

From the AAW 
 

The following article is a reprint from the Spring 
2004 issue of the American Woodturning.  The 

American Woodturning a published bimonthly by the 
AAW for its members.  To Join and start receiving 

this magazine and other great benefits go to 
www.woodturner.org    

 

 

http://www.woodturner.org/�
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T U R N I N G  T E C H N I Q U E

What speed do I turn at?
A number of years ago
in an Arrowmont class,
someone asked the
instructor that question.
After some thought, he
responded, “Well I guess
it should go around.”
What an insight!
On one level you might think the
instructor was being a wise guy,
but on another, he was close to
the answer. You really can turn
at a wide range of speeds and
produce excellent work.
However, there are a number of
factors that a turner balances in
choosing a speed, and this is why
I have never been a fan of the
speed-selection charts packaged
with many lathes. 

Diameters and rim speed
The rpm of the spindle is
sometimes the least important
number for me. No, the speed of
the outside edge or surface may
be far more telling in determining
speed. (Comparison: the outer
edge of a 10" table saw blade at
4,000 rpm is traveling at 119 mph,
while the 1/2" router bit at 25,000

rpm is only travelling at 37 mph). 
Look at the accompanying

chart of rim speeds at different
diameters and see the dramatic
differences. A miniature running
at 1,200 rpm may look like it is
hardly moving, while a large
bowl may overpower you and
your lathe—which may place you
in a danger zone. 

Mass of the object
The real force of an object on the
lathe is its velocity times its mass.
So, a pen blank won’t have a lot
of force at 1,800 rpm—even if it
flew off the lathe—while the 14-
pound wet bowl blank at 1,800
rpm can be lethal. The higher the
speed, the greater the force. At
some very high rpm even the pen
blank has real force.

Balance of the object
Look at what a few ounces of
lead in the wrong spot on a front
wheel of your car can do:
A misplaced wheel weight causes
your 2-ton monster to shake and
rattle at certain speeds. We have
the same problem in wood-
turning: Out of round, inconsis-
tent densities of the material, or
pieces with voids all lead to

excessive vibration at certain
speeds. In reality, we may have
some pieces that never balance—
forcing us to work at slower
speeds than we wish.

Stability of the lathe
This is related to everything I
have already mentioned: Some
lathes simply start shaking with
almost anything mounted on
them. Vibration is a curse to the
machinist and the woodturner
alike: We will have a rough ride,
quality suffers, and safety issues
abound if we don’t have some
degree of stability of the lathe
itself. Also, some lathes have
awful stands/legs, flimsy
headstock spindles, headstock
bearings that are too few,
underbuilt or just too close
together—all of these factors
impact lathe stability and
therefore the turning speed. 

And one more factor: The low
end speed of some lathes are
simply not slow enough to do
much bowl turning—they simply
run too fast and are underbuilt.
These are serious considerations
in choosing a lathe if your
interests are with bowls and
vessels. 

SpeedZoneBy Alan Lacer

When working small diameter miniatures, you really can raise
the speed to fairly high levels. However, I was getting clean
cuts on this 3⁄8" piece at speeds easily below 1,000 rpm. 
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The skill of the turner
With NASCAR racing and
woodturning, a true professional
can often work at higher speeds.
As your skill and control improve,
you can turn at greater speeds.
However, unless you are a
production turner working on a
piece-rate schedule, high speeds
are not really the answer—so be
careful here. Even production
turners have had serious accidents
related to speed. In most cases,
folks don’t really care how quickly
you made something—only how
well it turned out. 

The material
I often hear it said that you get a
better cut at higher speeds. True
to a point, but in reality there are
still other factors related to the
material that affect the quality of
the cutting action. The moisture
content is one (generally the
wetter the wood, the cleaner the
cutting action), orientation of the
grain as well as consistency in
grain direction (cutting against
the grain or grain that is wild
and erratic causes problems),
and species (compare the cutting
qualities of fir against pear—they
don’t even seem to be related).

Sometimes I do get a cleaner cut
by raising the speed (you are
getting more cuts per inch of
travel)—but other times I get
better results by not raising the
speed and only slowing my feed
rate (I move slower, and thereby
get more cuts per inch of travel).
And add to this the question of
tool sharpness, working at
higher speed becomes a smaller
component of the equation.
Finally, too much speed
contributes to the problem of
ribbing or chatter when the
material flexes or distorts.

Recommendations for
choosing a speed
Yes, there are many variables.
First, be aware of the speed your
lathe is set to even before you
mount a piece or turn it on. Some

serious accidents have occurred
by not heeding this warning. 
Next, weigh all the factors for a
particular piece on the lathe,
especially diameter and mass.
And the less stable your lathe and
the less experience you have, get
the blank as close to round and
well centered before turning—
this is primarily an issue in bowls,
platters, vessels, and the like. 
For between center work, I saw
off the corners when the
diameters go above 4”; below
that, a large roughing gouge
handles the “out of round” safely. 

It is always better to start at the
slower speeds with a piece and
gradually bring up the speed. 
This all raises the question: Can
you turn too slowly? If the cutting
action is choppy and labored,
then speed up to the next level on
your machine. If that next level
leads to excessive vibration, you
may have to live with turning at a
slower speed. Always work at a
speed that feels safe, controlled
and comfortable for YOU. Finally,
a sharp tool at the right cutting
angle seems far, far more
important than cranking up the
speed to “do a better job.”

Alan Lacer (www.alanlacer.com) is an American Woodturner contributing editor.
He lives near River Falls, WI. 
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Now we are into a red zone:
large diameter (17"), heavy,
out-of–round/balance blank.
If the lathe can handle such
a piece, I progress from a
point just below vibration
to a modest speed as it
becomes more balanced.
However, with a rim speed
of 51mph at 1,000 rpm, I
never find it necessary to
crank up much speed. 
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 MENTORING PROGRAM 

We are looking for some new mentors. The folks who are currently doing the great 
service have been doing it for a long time. See any of the board officers if you are 
interested.  

The mentoring programs has been set up to answer questions and give help to new 
members and those whom may be having a problem in a specific area. Although 
not intended to be free lessons in woodturning (many of those volunteering are 
professional turners and derive their income from turning and teaching), these are 
some friendly folks willing to give you a point in the right direction.  

Dan Ackerman…...... (360)796-4155  

“Tones” Briggs…....... (360)871-7607  

George Kromka …… (360) 373-1028  

Jim Leary…………… (360) 297-5872  

Bob(Hicke)Hinkernell…..(360) 479-5501  

Chapter Officers 
 

President Doug Henderson (360)437-4033 President@opcaaw.com 

Vice President of 
Education and Training 

Jimmie Allen (360)373-3041 Training@opcaaw.com 

Vice President of Public 
Relations 

Ralph Lindberg (360)779-5979 PublicRelations@opcaaw.com 

Secretary  Vern West (360)479-8634 Secretary@opcaaw.com 

Sergeant at Arms Eric Fehrmann (360)457-1380 SargeantAtArms@opcaaw.com 

Treasurer George Willock (360)871-1643 Treasurer@opcaaw.com 

Vice President of 
Membership 

Scott Overby (360)895-8626 Membership@opcaaw.com 

Vice President of Special 
Events 

Cindy Allen (360)373-3041 Training@opcaaw.com 

CHATTERMARKS Editor Larry Hamon (360)204-6799 Editor@opcaaw.com 
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 Our Sponsors….   

 

These companies have supported our club’s Christmas Party.  Support 
them and if you use one of them, let them know that you appreciate their 
support. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply the best turning tools 
available 

All tools are made from Premium M42 Cobalt 
High Speed Steel. 

Contact Dave at 

http://www.d-waytools.com 

or call 1-360-432-9509 for info on how to 
purchase any of D-Ways great Turning 

tools. 

Woodturning Gouges, Hollowing Tools, 
Beading Tools and Handles are 

available. 

 

D-Way Tools 

 

. 

EDEN SAW WOODS LTD 

211 SETON  ROAD 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368 
(360)385-7878 (800)745-3336 

 

Store Hours 8-5 Mon-Fri 9-4 Sat 

E-mail rainier@edensaw.com 

  

 

http://www.d-waytools.com/�
http://www.d-waytools.com/�
mailto:rainier@edensaw.com�
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Packard Woodworks, Inc. 

    

CATALOG  for WOODTURNERS 
 

   Call Toll Free...(800)-683-8876 
           Fax: (828 )859-5551 

E-Mail: 

packard@alltel.net 

Web site: 
http://www.packardwoodworks.com 

 

 
 

Serving Woodturners for over 25 years 

Call or write for FREE color catalog 

 

1287 E. 1120 S. 

Provo, Utah 84606 USA 

TEL: 800-551-8876  

www.woodturnerscatolog.com  

 

CHOICE WOODS 
2801 S. Floyd Street, Suite 100, 

Louisville KY 40209 

Phone  502-637-1190 or 888-895-7779 
email  clay@choice-woods.com 

Web   http://www.choice-woods.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:packard@alltel.net�
http://www.packardwoodworks.com/�
http://www.woodturnerscatolog.com/�
mailto:clay@choice-woods.com�
http://www.choice-woods.com/�
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D S C Industrial Supply 
For all your woodworking needs 

 

Jet Tool & Equipment                Performax  
Milwaukee Electric                  Powermatic 
Porter-Cable                                   Hitachi 

 

 

3203 Totten Rd NE, 

Poulsbo (Old Big Bear Drive In) 

http://www.dscindustrial.com/ 

Phone: 360-697-3280     Fax: 360-697-4326 

 

 

 

Equipment Sales and Surplus 
Woodworking, Metalworking & Material Handling 

Distributors of New and Surplus tools from 
JET, Powermatic, Performax, Wilton, and Oliver 

1801 West Valley Hwy N. Suite 105 
Auburn, WA 98001 

 

Neil Ferko President  253-804-3211                          neil@equipmentsalesandsurplus.com 

866-831-0722 toll free fax 253-804-8500          http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com 

 

Custom Craft Wood and Veneer 
                                     Jay Parmenter                                       (541)-659-4388 

560A NE F Street PMB 124 

Grants Pass OR 97526 

parmenter@charter.net 

 

http://www.dscindustrial.com/�
mailto:neil@equipmentsalesandsurplus.com�
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/�
mailto:parmenter@charter.net�



