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  CHATTERMARKS

The textured rim �

       Glenn Schaffer �
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By Russell Neyman 

 
 THERE IS A HUGE pile of figured wood on the greenbelt outside my shop, and you might 
be interested to learn how it got there. While I’m at it, I think I’ll share a few tips on finding good 
bowl blanks. 
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 “Well,” I explained, “first and foremost, the art of taking a raw piece of wood and crafting a 
round object seems to elicit a smile. More times than not, people I encounter enjoy looking at them. 
They come up, turn the piece in their hands, smell it, feel it, and ask questions about how it was 
made and what species of wood is involved. Most people have a natural curiosity about the 
woodturning process.” 
 As president of the Olympic Peninsula Woodturners, I consider promotion and recruitment 
part of my job description. Roughly half of the people engage me in conversation over woodturning 
say they’d like to learn more – I imagine other woodturners experience similar interest from 
onlookers – so I invite them to come to our meetings. I describe our Show & Tell, Mentoring 
Program, and extensive library, assuring them that if they decide to give woodturning a try; they’ll 
get plenty of support from the group. 
 But there are other reasons I carry these things (and business cards) with me: I sell quite a 
few wedding gifts and funerary urns, and if the public associates me with that sort of thing, I stand 
a good chance of getting a call when Aunt Lily passes away or when a niece gets married.  It’s 
good for business. 
 An unexpected bonus to the woodturning persona is that I get lots of wood given to me. A 
large portion of those who talk about woodturning will say, “I have a large tree that I cut down last 
week. Would you like to come get some of it?”  Even more surprising are the unannounced 
contributions that turn up. A pickup truck will show up, and somebody I barely know will offload 
huge chunks of spalted maple or fiddleback, adding to the stack outside my shop door. I have lots 
of chestnut, Port Orford cedar, maple, cherry, and madrone – more than I could turn in a year. 
 I should explain that I also have a drying shed, where bagged and treated blanks are 
stacked to the roof, so this pile is, truly, a bonus. It allows me to make monthly contributions to our 
wood auction. 
 My bowl-carrying self-promotion is just one trick that allows a woodturner to locate good, 
turnable wood. Getting to know the Puget Sound Energy crews is another method of finding 
madrone or alder, and more than once I’ve gotten a phone call from one of the line crews telling 
me that a tree that knocked out power in my neighborhood is lying by the roadside ready to be 
picked up. 
 Loggers are a good source, too. They’re only interested in harvesting timber, so the 
crooked, burly pieces have very little interest. Calling the logging foreman and inviting him for a 
beer once every few weeks pays wonderful dividends. 
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*   *   * 

�
OPCAAW Mentor George Kromka shared his considerable  skills at the April meeting. Handling the skew is Ellen Winnie. 
Photo by J. Louis King. 

 
AS A SPIN-OFF of last month’s “Apologies to Jeff Foxworthy” essay, I made a recommendation 
that our members visit the Sawmill Creek website, http://www.sawmillcreek.org   
 
I first visited it three years ago when I was trouble-shooting problems with my lathe’s ON/OFF 
switch, and immediately got help from other woodturners. 

It’s a quite complete and wide-ranging source of information and commentary for all types of 
woodworking, but especially for turners. It’s free, and several OPCAAW members are regular 
contributors, including myself. 

 
*   *   * 

 
OUR WOODTURNERS’ Open Shop series rolls on, and actual events will be announced at our 
next meeting as well as Facebook. To encourage all of you to participate, the Board of Directors 
has decided to reward those who host, giving three Christmas Party Raffle Tickets to those who 
share their woodshop with other members, and one ticket if you’ve attended one. 
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 Now, these are informal affairs put on by individual members so that one individual can see 
how others do things. Sometimes they have featured technical discussions, but often it’s just a 
bunch of people with a shared interest in woodturning getting together and socializing. 
 Be sure to tell our Membership Chairman, Schuyler Beaver, that you’ve participated in an 
Open Shop when you sign in for May’s meeting. 
 

*   *   * 
WE NEED A VOLUNTEER with moderate cabinetmaking skills to build a specialized bookcase for 
our video and magazine library. The idea is that we will develop a portable, well-organized cart 
containing all our videos, books, and magazines that can be wheeled out for each meeting, 
eliminating the need to dig through those old boxes and suitcases. The club will cover the cost of 
materials.  
 If you’re looking for a short-term way to lend a hand – lots of members want to help but can’t 
make a regular commitment for time -- Russell Neyman at 360-813-4484. 

*   *   * 
 

AND WHILE WE’RE ON THE SUBJECT  of lending 
a hand, we’d like to add a third individual to the 
Video Crew of Jeff Childs and Tex Lewis. This 
individual would fill in when the presentations are 
especially complex or when there is an absence.  

Contact Jeff at 360-303-7074. 
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*   *   * 

 
HAVE A SUGGESTION?  Want to give a club 
officer some feedback? Have a great idea for a 
monthly presentation that you’d like to share? Send 

your comments to Feedback@OPCAAW.com. 
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  Trent Bosch �

The live "broadcast" of our demonstrations is a critical 
component of our meeting, thanks to Jeff Childs 
(seated, background, watching Robo Hippy turn two 
monbths ago) and his crew. 
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We are looking for some new mentors. The folks who are currently doing the great service have been 
doing it for a long time. See any of the board officers if you are interested. The mentoring programs has 
been set up to answer questions and give help to new members and those whom may be having a 
problem in a specific area. Although not intended to be free lessons in woodturning (many of those 
volunteering are professional turners and derive their income from turning and teaching), these are 
some friendly folks willing to give you a point in the right direction.  

Dan Ackerman  Brinnon  (360)796-4155  

“Tones” Briggs  Port Orchard  (360)271-6448  

George Kromka Bremerton  (360) 373-1028  

Jim Leary  Kingston  (360) 297-5872  

Bob Hickernell  Bremerton  (360) 479-5501  
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President� Russell Neyman� (360)813-4484� President@opcaaw.com�

Vice President of 
Education and Training� Ralph Lindberg� (360)779-5979� Training@opcaaw.com�

Vice President of 
Public Relations� Larry Matkins� (360)551-1044� PublicRelations@opcaaw.com�

Vice President of 
Membership Schuyler Beaver (360)698-4108 Membership@opcaaw.com 

Secretary � Peter Gerstel� (360)697-6150� Secretary@opcaaw.com�

Treasurer� Ellen Winnie� (360)779-5979� Treasurer@opcaaw.com�

Sergeant at Arms� L������
�� <32#=DC47123D� SargeantAtArms@opcaaw.com�

Vice President of 
Special Events 

������!����  <32#=3C373#D$ SpecialEvents@opcaaw.com 
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