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Scott Overby, who is our featured
speaker this month, comes from Duluth, Minnesota on the banks of Lake Superior and a
stone’s throw from Ontario, Canada. For
those, like me, who are geographically challenged, MN is between Lake Superior and the
Dakotas. Also known as cold country when
the sun doesn’t shine many hours in the day.
Actually, when Scott was three, his
mother moved to Washington where he grew
up until he moved to Wisconsin for his senior
year of high school.
Just after high school, Scott joined the
Navy to see the world. His technical leanings
landed him a job as a nuclear electronics
technician. In 1995 he was stationed in
Bremerton on the USS Arkansas; and then
followed that with shore duty in Bangor. As is
the case with career military, Scott retired
from the Navy in 2002 and embarked on his
second career in energy management, working for several agencies in the area. Currently
he is with the Dept of Defense at the Naval
Base-Kitsap in Bangor.
Although he has dabbled in wood working in general for some time, he became interested in turning in 2005. A turning point in
his turning career came when he joined OPCAAW, of course, because being a dues paying member of this august club will afford the
turning artist the best support in developing
his/her skills. (hint, hint)
He turns mostly bowls, boxes and earring stands, but his passion is pens. Where
he turns bowls primarily of maple and madrone, he uses exotics like Ebony, Tulip wood
and Pacific Yew for his small projects. Scott
will be demonstrating pen turning and will go
into how (if you are not a pen turner) that can
be translated into other small projects, such
as pepper mills, bottle stoppers and letter
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openers.
He probably won’t have time to incorporate this into his talk, but some time get
him to tell you about his Revo Ornamental
Mill and CarveWright CNC machine. (Say
Whut?!?) I looked them up on the web, and
although not something I personally would
get into, thought that the two machines
were very interesting. So join us on the 29th
for another great time at OPCAAW.—JTC



Show and Tell,
Wood Auction,
Sand paper &
Glue sales before the
meeting

See our
web site at
WWW.OPCAAW.
com
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Dangerous Conversations
Note: A year ago, we surveyed the general membership about subjects they wanted to see
discussed and demonstrated. “Shop Safety” ranked almost dead last among dozens of topics
considered. Even with that somewhat pessimistic data in hand, we offer the following discussion, in hopes that one or two OPCAAW members will make their woodturning experience
safer and more enjoyable through the debate related here.
By Russell Neyman.

D

uring the Battle of Britain,
when the Royal Air Force
went it alone against the
formidable German Lutfwaffe, the Brits had plenty of fighter
planes but were short of trained pilots
to fly them. In desperation, they threw
hastily trained 18-year-olds into the
Mosquitoes and Hurricanes and sent
them aloft to meet the enemy. That
was in the autumn of 1940, about a
year-and-a-half before the United
States entered World War II.
...
Privately, the RAF Commanders
grimaced at what they knew lay
ahead, muttering to themselves, “if
those kids could somehow get through
five or ten missions, they had a
chance to survive the war.” Needless
to say, the casualty rate for these innocent lads was horrendous.
Sometimes I think this applies to
woodturners who are new to the craft;
we push them toward the lathe and This is one of Facebook photos that began a protracted dialog
really don’t brief them about safety. about the dangers of woodturning. Note the broken bowl and
There’s the potential for injury here, cracked faceplate. The turner was not hurt, but shaken.
and it’s time we were frank about it.
be darned if I could find many deaths caused
Recently, there have been a handful of
by working in front of a lathe, and I voiced
naysayers in the national woodworking comsome skepticism that it was, truly, an activity
munity warning of the extreme dangers inthat presented a threat to our lives. Frankly, I
volved in woodturning; I was involved in a disdon’t think it is.
cussion on a Facebook Page, “Woodturners
Geoff, who I assume is employed in the
From Around the Globe,” that described a bowl
industrial
safety field, eagerly joined this secbreaking apart and flying against the wall. The
ond
conversation,
and responded:
turner wasn’t injured, but joked about it being a
close call. Another turner from the Midwest,
“Long term I suspect it averages to 1-2
Geoff Whaling, jumped in with a dark and forewood turning-related deaths per year in our
boding warning, citing a serious injury to a
English-speaking woodturning community.
woman that occurred in September of 2012.
How do I arrive at that figure? It is very difficult
He contended, “The real facts are that a
to say with any authority due to research data
wood lathe is the most likely machine in a
capture methodology. On scene deaths do not
wood shop to actually kill a woodworker
appear in hospital admission figures and other
[through] a severe head injury complicated by
data that does record fatalities does not record
the fact that they are turning in solitude and
sufficient data on mechanism of death etc.
their injury goes undiscovered for some time…”
Some recent confirmed deaths at the wood
After pondering his commentary and relathe I have found are Australia in Dec 2012;
sponding within the limits of a Facebook format
USA, 2 in April & May 2011; and Canada
I decided to start my own dialogue on the
July 2009. There are a number of metal lathe
SawmillCreek.org
Turners
Forum
titled,
fatalities and horrific injuries each year. In
“Woodturning Deaths?”
2007 I reviewed research from UK (2002
I went to various Internet sources and I’ll
Continued on next page—

‘I went
on the
Internet to
research
deaths
that
occurred
during
woodturning and
could not
find even
one. All of
the stories
I found
were
anecdotal.’
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HASS), USA (CDC 2006), Canada & Australia
( ICCWA, QISU, NISU etc) while preparing articles on wood turning safety. Mortality & injury
statistics are kept by various medical authorities, however interpreting data pertinent to
wood lathe injuries is not easy. Deaths from
hobby (or work related) woodturning are insignificant relative to other causes of death. The
most relevant research I found relates to injury /
death (in hospitals only) from Do It Yourself
(DIY). Some of that research includes wood
hobbies. The UK HASS data has a national estimate of some 400 lathe injuries (angle grinder
6000, circular saw
3500, chainsaw 1200)”
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roughing and starting the finish turn. Once I
am making the final finish cuts, I want the
guard out of the way so I can see the form
uninterrupted by the guard. Guards could be
designed better, but until we actually see the
value and are willing to pay for a better
guard, I doubt we will see any improvements.
At this point, I try to practice the line of fire
method and normally by this point any weak
spot has reared its ugly head and has been
remedied. On burls, I use epoxy - instant coffee glue to hold things together. You still
need to watch for logs with wind shake or
other cracks and weak spots, even if the
wood appears to be
clear.
“I also think about
what I am going to do.
Is it safe? Is there a
safer way? I really
think that the equipment
manufacturers
should work with us
turners and develop a
more user friendly
guard. If not, maybe
engineers like me
should take something
like this on as a side
project and see what
we can be developed.”

One
or
two
deaths? That’s a very
small number considering that there are,
probably, 100,000 serious woodturners, each
of whom works at a
lathe for 10 to 40 hours
a week. Isn’t that less
than driving in a car?
Even so, he admits
that he has no documentation to support
his “high” estimate, and
for the life of me I can’t
find any evidence of
frequent deaths. Mind
Hilel
Salomon
of
you, both OPCAAW Mark Smith noted that he had two bowls shatter in one
South Carolina added:
and our Board of Direc- day. He was not hurt. Note the nearer one has a fault
”When a bowl suddenly
tors take safety serious- line that should have warned him.
breaks because of a
ly, and I am not suggesthidden fault…there is a good possibility of
ing that turners should take risks. Geoff makes
some injury occurring. Using safety equipa couple of good points, but I take exception to
ment and using the tailstock can prevent a lot
his warning that what we do is more dangerous
of ‘misfortune.’” He also advises, “The proper
than, say, using a table saw or climbing a ladspeed is as important the proper equipment.”
der.
Both of these are excellent points.
Does woodturning carry a risk of injury?
There’s an ironic undertone here. Doubt
Certainly.
itself increases the risks associated with
A bruised or lacerated hand? Absolutely.
woodturning. Sure, we want turners to be
A wound that required stitches? A broken
aware of the possible hazards of using power
bone? Possibly.
equipment, but you also need to keep control
A death? In my opinion, extremely remote.
of the situation. To my way of thinking, a timAlmost no chance at all.
id, apprehensive individual is more likely to
The one death that Geoff was able to cite
experience a “catch” than one who holds the
involved a woman who was using a metal lathe
tool firmly and approaches the wood without
and her hair became entangled in the machine.
flinching. But you can’t be reckless about it,
The event had nothing to do with woodworking
either.
or a piece of wood flying toward the victim.
We can’t ignore another obvious fact:
The discussion was a healthy one, and
the most awe-inspiring turnings would seem
dozens of experienced woodturners offered
to present the greatest possibility of a piece
their thoughts. Michigan resident Rich Aldrich
that flies all over the shop. Don’t we admire
had this to say:
the vessel with paper-thin walls or the ex“I prefer to have more positive protection.
Not only do I use lung protection and a shield, I
also use the guard that came with the lathe. I
tend to turn a lot of burls, so things come off
much more frequently than if turning normal
clear wood. Mostly, I use the guard when

treme void in wood? Doesn’t the tone of the
artistry encourage us to take chances? Isn’t
the piece we consider the best work essentially a high wire act?
Continued on next page —

‘Doesn’t the
tone of the
artistry encourage us
to take
chances?
Isn’t the
piece we
consider the
best work
essentially a
high wire
act?’
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SAFETY—Continued from previous page —
It seems to me there’s a risk-reward
tradeoff here that is similar to other avocations, like riding a motorcycle, mountain climbing, or snow skiing. Personally, I don’t mind a
banged up knuckle every once in a while because I love the results I get. That’s a small
price to pay for the satisfaction of working with
wood.
Getting back to the analogy of the young
British pilots thrown into battle, I also have this
observation: that beginning woodturners often
jump into the craft without understanding the
dynamics of the machine, wood, and tool.
They don’t understand that they have to use
“good” wood for practice. Throwing a cheap
piece of lumberyard fir or cracked firewood
onto their lathe and spinning away is a recipe
for trouble, and can be dangerous! Not life
threatening, mind you, but you could be injured.
So, here are a few very broad safety
guidelines I would like to offer.
 Wear a face shield whenever possible,
especially if there is any chance that the
piece has cracks or splits.
 Wear a mask or other breathing protection
equipment. Respiratory problems are a
serious consideration. (Note that we are
currently raffling off a premium dust collection system that will give you plenty of
such protection. See the article elsewhere
in this edition of CHATTERMARKS.)
 Avoid standing in the line of fire – that area directly opposite the “waist” of a bowl
blank -- especially when you first turn on
your lathe. If you have a variable speed
lathe, start slow and gradually dial the
speed up.
 Use the tailstock even if you don’t think
you need it until you have turned off most
of the bowl’s mass. Check to see that your
faceplate screws are still tight after the first
round of roughing a blank.
 Use all of your senses, including your
ears. A cracked bowl sounds differently
than a solid one. Vibration – or a sudden
change in the rhythm of your project -- can
often be a warning sign. If something acts
differently, turn off the lathe and check
things out.
 Choose wood that is safe to turn. If you
elect to turn “natural edge” pieces or those
with bark inclusions, be extraordinarily
cautious and wear extraordinary protective
equipment. Ask a mentor for advice.
 Know the limits of your lathe. Some machines, such as the pulley-driven units
without variable speed mechanisms, do
not go slow enough for irregular shapes
and get up to speed with a jolt. Consider
buying pre-turned bowl blanks or roughing
the shape on a bigger lathe.
 Keep hair, clothes, and jewelry away from

Mark Mooney had this piece break apart unexpectedly.
Again, note the sappy wood within the seam that should
have been a tip off. This sort of wood should only be
turned on a lathe with low speed capability




your machine. Take a moment to review
your situation in front of the lathe and
tighten up any potential problems.
Maintain a well-stocked first aid kit that
includes supplies (butterfly sutures, etc)
for serious cuts and traumatic injury.
Keep a cell phone nearby, too, so you
can call for help if you need it.

Moreover, use common sense, expect
the unexpected, and pay attention. Come to
think of it, this advice isn’t just for novices; it
applies to all of us.—RN
«»

“Trees

That
Didn’t Want
To Be Bowls”
this month’s
Show & Tell
promotion.
Bring your
broken, blown
-out, patched
up turnings
and share
them.

COINCIDENTALLY, our club is having a
“Trees That Didn’t Want To Be Bowls” promotion this month. Bring your broken, blown
-out, patched up turnings and share them
with us. If you have a finish that simply refused to turn out the way you wanted it,
bring that, too. There should be some good
stories and good laughs as we ponder
these. Now, we aren’t encouraging dangerous turning, but it is “healthy” to share war
stories around the lathe. And while you’re at
it, write out a brief description of what went
wrong with your name on it, in case someone wants to get more details.
This won’t replace our regular Show &
Tell, but will augment it. We certainly want to
see your beautiful pieces, too.
«»
THE WOOD AUCTIONS held at our
monthly meetings are absolutely critical to
funding our club activities, and lately we’ve
noticed a fall-off of quality pieces on the auction table. We’re asking those of you who
“have more bowl blanks than you’ll ever
turn” to dig into the back corners of your
shop and bring a few premium pieces to our
Continued on next page —
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Wood Auction—Continued from previous page
April meeting. And don’t forget old equipment
and supplies that you no longer need. Those
things really add up.
«»
THE DEMONSTRATION that began as a
casual internet conversation, “Fifty Nifty Shop
Tips,” is gaining in popularity. To recap how
things have developed:
This was a spontaneous dialogue started
on my part on the Sawmill Creek Woodturners
conversation board last year that drew tens of
thousands of viewers and scores of comments. Experienced woodturners from all corners of the planet chimed in with everything
from “how to keep a glue block from slipping”
to “uses for magnets.” It struck me that this
would be an excellent and entertaining demonstration, and last July 2014 Brad Stave, Ralph
Lindberg, Tones Briggs and I presented the
program to the club. It was a big hit.
We were approached by the South Puget
Sound Woodturners to make an encore showing, which we did at their meeting two weeks
ago, and now we’re scheduled to show it at
the Olympia Woodturners general meeting in
September, too. There has also been a request by the American Association of
Woodturners to make a written version of the
collateral booklet available through their
Woodturning Fundamentals program, too.
We’re working on that.
«»
I SAT TO THE SIDE of our stage several

meetings ago, marveling at how Jeff Childs
and the video crew deftly work the camera and
sound systems. Jeff is quite clever in how he
switches to an overall view, affording him the
opportunity to move or refocus one camera,
then switching back again. Honestly, after the
night’s demonstration is said and done, and
we ask the featured speakers to take a bow,
we ought to give a loud applause to the OPCAAW Audio and Video team: Jeff Childs, Tex
Lewis, Jeff Nagley, and Stan Stumbo.
But it gets better: George Kromka has
stepped up and volunteered to start editing our
monthly shows into DVDs that will be available
through our library. This should substantially
enhance the experience of our demonstrations
because it allows members to see what
they’ve missed later.
Ah, but expecting George to do this and
serve as our Wood Auctioneer is asking too
much! So, we’re searching for someone who
has good knowledge of wood to help us out at
the auction table. It could be that a team of
auctioneers will make the job more manageable, with two or more individuals trading off
every month. Call me at 360-813-4484 or drop
me a note at
PRESIDENT@OPCAAW.com.
«»
YOU KNOW THOSE gift certificates you
won at one of our contests or raffles? If you
were a winner of a certificate, you need to use
them or, at the least, pass them on to someone who will. Those sponsors track those
things, and if you don’t cash them in they may
stop contributing to our club. —RN.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This Saturday, April 25th, The Seattle Club
will be hosting a workshop featuring Guillio
Marcolongo, a well known demonstrator /
master turner from Australia. The workshop
will be “Dog Bowl Transformed” (see below).
The workshop will be at A J Mearns’ shop in
Bothel. The fee is $100 and will begin at 9:30.
For more information or to participate, contact
David Lutrick at Lutrick2@comcast.net or
452-557-9571

Jon Geisbush and Russell Neyman visited Steve
Bartocci (aka, “The Board Hoarder”) in Kirkland two
weeks ago, perusing his many bowl blanks and bringing
back quite a few. He sells exotic and standard species
and specializes in flute blanks, knife handles, and
bowls. It there’s enough interest, we can probably entice Steve to bring a supply of his wood to an upcoming
event. He has frequently donated items to our Christmas Party.
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Raffle Winner
Don Beattie was the winner of
the two D-Way gouges and handle at
the March 25 raffle drawing. Congratulations, Don, and many smooth turnings to you. Hope to see some things
in Show and Tell soon, done with
your new gouges.
Also a huge ‘Thank you’ to Tones
Briggs who generously donated the
gouges to the club after winning them
in the Christmas raffle. He said he
already had those gouges and didn’t
need extras. His generosity is the
club’s gain—as it has been for a long
time.
The donation and raffle were ear
marked to be used as a fund raiser
for our new video camera system.
More on that elsewhere.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Richard Raffan
Saturday July 25, 2015
A huge name in the world of
woodturners, Richard Raffan is soon
to fade from the headlines of the
craft’s news as he
nears retirement. The
Wood-turners
of
Olympia will present
“A Day with Richard
Raffan” in July with
accompanying workshops from July
26th to August 2, 2015.
Sign up now to attend this symposium with Richard before he returns to his Australian home.
Go
to
the
web
site—
http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org
for more information and registration
materials.

Summer Fun
Your Board of Directors has or will
arrange for the club to have a presence
at several fairs and shows around the
Puget Sound this summer. This is in an
effort to spread the word about our club
and bring in either new or existing turners that have not joined our group.
These outings will include places like
Olalla Bluegrass Festival and the State
Fair.
One of the critical items that will be
needed for each of these fairs is volunteers to man the booth.
Last summer when the Kitsap County Fair came around, Russell Neyman
called me and asked that I take a slot at
the fair to represent the club. Because
we were talking on the phone, he could
not see the big eye roll as I reluctantly
agreed and weaseled my into only one
slot, instead of the two he was asking
for.
I was not expecting to enjoy the ordeal, but that is exactly what happened. I
met lots of people—some were just curious about who we were; some were interested in what we do and wanted to
learn more. We took their names and
email addresses (unfortunately we
couldn’t decipher some of the addresses, so they dropped off the radar) and
have sent them our newsletters every
month. Some of those have even joined
the club.
In the slack time, I got to visit with
the other members that were there with
me. That was a nice bonus to have time
to learn more about my fellow turners.
So when the call goes out for volunteers at these various functions, don’t be
shy. Sign up and have some fun.—JTC
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

‘Working at
the club’s
booth at the
Kitsap
County Fair
was a lot
more fun
than I
thought it
would be.
Actually, I
had a blast.’
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Fun on Facebook
Those of you who are not intimidated
by electronic things may have a Facebook
account. If so, check out the club’s page
and join the group. No dues there, and you
can interact with others or see what’s going
on.
The
page
name
is
https://
www.facebook.com/groups/opcaaw/.
Currently, you can see one of Russell’s
bowls from "Trees That Did Not Want To
Be Bowls" or Ralph’s photo posting on
boiling madrone to stabilize the wood and
keep it from cracking or the bowl above.
Raffle #2—Delta Air Filtration system + parts and
fittings

There are a lot more things that you can
read on our FB page—or post something
yourself. So check it out.

DUST COLLECTOR RAFFLE
Don’t forget, tickets are currently available
for our raffle, which is a Delta Air Filtration system donated by Norm Hix. The system, although
10 years old, is in good condition.
It has a 1-1/2 hp motor that is currently set
for 240v but easily convertible to 120v. Last year
the top bag was replaced with a pleated filter by
Wynn Environmental. The filter alone was over
$200. Also included are an assortment of gates,
connectors, hoses, clamps and PVC fittings.
All in all, Norm estimates the value of the
system at $300 to $400. A new 1-1/2 hp Delta or
Jet air filter will start at over $500. This complete
system could be YOURS for a mere $5.00 ticket!
(see photo)
If you don’t already have a duct collection
system, YOU NEED ONE! Consider what Molly
Winton said during her presentation that she had
to go through much agony dealing with a sinus
infection caused by wood smoke—just another
form of dust. Protect yourself. Keep your air
clean. Keep yourself healthy.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tiny, tiny bowl turning from our FB page.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

It may be time to
look at updating
your footwear.
(Mine have deteriorated and need to
be replaced.) Are
yours up to the
slippery challenges?

Turnin’ with Bonnie
The Port Townsend School of Woodworking will be hosting a turning class to be taught by
Bonnie Klein on May 25-29. This is not a beginner’s class. You will need to be an intermediate
turner. The topic of the class is “Friction fit and
threaded boxes”. Go to their web page at http://
www.ptwoodschool.org/ and check out the list of
classes on the right hand side. Registration for
Bonnie’s class is due by May 18.

Easter has
passed and many
of us are getting
outside more for
yard chores and
relaxation. Here in
the northwest we
still have rain
showers, drizzle,
mist fog, moss and
mold. All of these
contribute to slippery conditions.
Using your brain is
probably the best
defense. Do not
rush any tasks,
give your mind and
body time to assess the conditions
and respond to
your environment.

Please work and
play safely.
A limited number of club baseball hats
will be available for $20 each, hopefully
at the April General Meeting.
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877-672-5275
Www.cookwoods.com

Remember
to show your
OPCAAW
membership
name tag
with a current year
stamp showing you are a
paid up
member and
get a discount with
one of our
sponsors.
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The Mentoring Program
The OPCAAW Mentors are a select
group of artisans and professionals who
we have designated to promote, encourage, and guide novice and intermediate
woodturners
within our organization.
Mentors provide counsel on subjects like
shop setup, equipment purchase, safety,
wood preparation and specialized skills.
These are some friendly folks willing to
give you a point in the right direction.
While not actually a formal training
program, meetings with mentors often
become just that. In some cases, advanced formal instruction is available for
an hourly rate.

The current mentors are:
Dan Ackerman (Brinnon)

360-796-4155

Tones Briggs (Port Orchard) 360-271-6448
Bob Hickernell (Bremerton)

360-479-5501

George Kromka (Bremerton) 360-373-1028
Jim Leary (Kingston)

360-297-5872

Jim McFarland (Shelton)

903-352-9807

Brad Stave (Gig Harbor) 253-514-8562
bstave@comcast.net

OPCAAW Officers & Staff
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF POSITIONS

Russell Neyman, President
C: 360-813-4484
President@OPCAAW.com

Cindy Allen, Special Events Coordinator
H:360-373-3041
SpecialEvents@OPCAAW.com

Brad Stave, VP Training & Education
C: 253-514-8562
Training@OPCAAW.com

Jim McFarland, Librarian
903-352-9807

Jim Conway, VP Public Relations
C: 360-531-0168
PublicRelations@OPCAAW.com
Schuyler Beaver, VP Membership
H: 360-698-4108
Membership@OPCAAW.com
Peter Gerstel, Secretary
H:360-697-6150
Secretary@OPCAAW.com
Jon Geisbush, Treasurer
H:360-297-1773
Treasurer@OPCAAW.com
Vern West, Sergeant-at-Arms
H:360-479-8634
SergeantatArms@OPCAAW.com
Larry Matkins Webmaster
360-551-1044
Webmaster@OPCAAW

Barbara Davis, Glue & Sandpaper Sales
C: 360-731-2725
Jeff Childs, Video Director
C: 360-303-7074
Jeff Nagley, Cameraman
360-229-3900
Tex Lewis, Cameraman
360-698-3893
Stan Stumbo, Audio
206-842-1458
——
To email all Board of Directors at once—
BOD@OPCAAW.com
To email all Staff email at once—
Staff@OPCAAW.com
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