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U i ell, here it is! Finally

Some of you have waited a
long time for the tool swap to

become a reality. Your nextTO

step? Get out to you shop
and go through ALL of your
tools. Not just your gouges,
but other things. Got too
many tape measures? Throw
a couple in your box. Screw
drivers? Same thing.

Are you the sort of shop
owner that can’t have enough
screw drivers? Now’s your
chance to stock up.

The invitation to the tool
swap as seller or buyer will go
out to the community. So ex-
pect to see new faces in the
crowd.

If you are a seller, be
sure to price all of your offer-
ings. Masking tape with a
price on it works just fine. Al-
so, don’t forget that you’ll
have to make change for eve-
ryone, because you know that
no one will have anything oth-

er than a $20. Make it easy on yourself. If
you price things under a dollar, you’ll have to
have rolls of quarters to make change.

Also, to be safe, bring a roll of tape and
maybe something to cover the end of the
gouge after you sell it. We don’t want to see
any gouge duels in the middle of the room.
You know how boys and their toys can be.

As this will be open to all, we should see

all manner of:

e Machinery

e Power Tools,

e Hand Tools,

e Antiques and

¢ Kitchen Appliances.

Does that give you any ideas?

SW’EP WBIE 1

Regular
meeting is
Wednesday,
November 18
Special Tool
Swap 5pm-9pm
Kitsap
Adventist
e - - School
Gymnasium
Presented by OPCAAW
Wednesday, November 18th 5880 Nw
Kitsap Agxf)er:t;s? gc_:]‘:ool Gym Taylor Road
088 orth Taylor Road, Bremerton
SFreeNAd::niss:ZDn —_ OP%A.AVV. co::n Bremrto“'
Don’t forget. This is November and the Other
meeting will be on the third Wednesday of activities
the month so as to not interfere with your include
consumption of tryptophan at your annual
turkey dinner. Refreshments,
If tools are not your thing right now, Show and Tell,
come meet Steve Bartocci, the Board Wood Auction,
Hoarder from the other side of the pond. ' gandpaper &
Steve specializes in all sorts of exotic | gjye sales.
woods for turners, carvers and luthiers; but
also carries some of your basic and stand- Seelow
ard woods. He will be talking about his in- | \wehsite at
ventory and perhaps what you could do
with some of what he will bring to the ' opcaaw.com

show.
NOVEMBER 18- 5pm to 9pm



By Jim Conway

U i hen my wife and were

planning a trip to Ireland, | wondered if
they had wood turners on the island
(yeah, 'm naive). And, are their crea- §
tions much different than what we pro-
duce in the Pacific NW? We have our @
own resident Kiwi, John Elliott; and he
basically turns the same as the rest of
us — that is if you know which one of
the unsigned pieces is actually his. (Is
that because he’s been here so long §
that he’s adapted... or is turning the
same down under?)

Turning on the Emerald Isle.

Through the magic of the

internet, | looked up the Dublin turn-

ing club and their web site dublinwoodturn-
ers.com. At first glance, it looks a whole lot like
our web site. Upcoming events, meetings,
newsletters, and news around the area. One
thing that they offer is a monthly contest and to
avoid having the same winners from the same
small group of top turners, they have three divi-
sions — Advanced, Intermediate and Beginner.
Their categories included gavel, salad bowl,
goblet and ‘something’ from a piece of wood
80x80x300 mm (about 3x3x12 inches). All in
all, the photos looked a lot like what | see in
our Show and Tell each month. As for their
‘beginner’ division,
looking at some of
the photos, | won- |~
der about thei
definition of begin- |

Well I'd <
still like to meet g
some of the Irish
turners. So
wrote to the club and soon Joe O’Neill wrote
back. He even called from Dublin! “Joe, this is
not a local number!”

Driving the back roads of Ireland.

We finally meet up with Joe in Dublin
and piled into his typical Irish car, a Nissan. (|
drive a % ton pickup, which is twice the size of
his car.) He takes us on a meandering tour
through the streets of Dublin, pointing out dif-

Glendalough Tower.
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ferent neighborhoods and their history, to
include where he grew up. We pick up his
wife, Mollie, and take off for
lunch at their favorite eatery.

oe is the perfect host. Pos-
Sibly it comes from his annual
ravels to San Diego, Idaho

and parts in between where Driving the

‘he says they treat him royally. back roads
f that was his payback, we in Ireland is
ere definitely the beneficiar- not for the
es. After lunch we drove to faint of

he nearby Wicklow moun- e

tains. They were charming
and our destination - the
Lakes of Glendalough - was
impressive. What remains of
Glendalough is mostly a
stone chapel and a tower, where it is said
that the monks would take :
refuge if under an attack by ,
entering the tower through a .'e-q
door high off the ground

and then pull the ladder up
after them. Surrounding the
tower was a centuries-old |
graveyard with ancient and &
interesting headstones. Sharing the road.

Driving there we
pass through one of the last remaining
ancient native Irish forests. Taking the

i back road we drive through abrupt changes
¢ in scenery from natural forest to heather and

then to plantations of new timber. Along the
way we pass by where Mel Gibson spent a
quite a few days and a lot of Euros filming
Braveheart. Speaking of back roads, | was
eternally grateful that Joe was doing the driv-
ing. Driving on the left side on roads only as
wide as a large dining room table is not for
the faint of heart. Of course, on those back
roads, sometimes you encounter traffic of a
different sort, like the cows being driven back
to the barn.

We meet up with them a few days
later, and again, he puts on his tour guide hat
and the four of us are off to Powerscourt. It's
a huge estate to the south of Dublin, built in
the 13" century and

Nov 2015
Page 2

Continued on Page 3


http://www.dublinwoodturners.com/
http://www.dublinwoodturners.com/

nearly destroyed by a
fire in 1974. Resurrect- &
ed in 1996, it now is a & ‘
beautiful tourist attrac- s
tion with golf course, e e '
venue for weddings and
a glorious garden with g
all sorts of trees and
plants, native and not.
At one point Joe and |
were bent over looking
at the root system of
some ancient tree say- &=
ing, “Would you look at Powerscou
that! I'll bet there’s some

great burl in there.”

| asked Joe about which trees he
prefers turning. He replies, “Ash is my pre-
ferred wood to turn. We also have beech,
which if spalted is most sought after. Yew is
also a good favourite, [as well as] Sycamore,
Oak, Laburnum, Cherry, Mountain ash (or Ro-
wan tree as its often called). EIm was a great
favourite but with the Dutch EIm Disease it al-
most wiped out that species. There are 26 na-
tive Irish trees. Holly Arbutus (strawberry tree).
All the fruit trees like apple, pear, cherry, and
plum.” Wow. Lots of similarities, and yet many
different varieties. | remember driving up the
road to Powerscourt and all of the Beech trees
that lined the drive.

The Dublin club, according to Joe, has,
over the years, developed a close relationship
with county maintenance departments and tree
service companies such that when-
ever there is a downed tree that §
might be of interest to the turners,
they get a call. That usually trig
gers a response team of several &
club members with chainsaws to :
help remove the tree — paymen
coming in the form of wood.

Speaking of lining roads ¢
with trees, everywhere we went &
in Dublin the streets had a canopy
of very old Maple trees. In the NW jege
we have street landscaping with
maples which add such great color in the fall.
But our trees are just a couple hundred years
younger than those of Dublin. In the courtyard
of Trinity College, just outside of the Library,
where the Book of Kells is kept, are two very
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ancient, very gnarly Ore-
jon Maple trees. The
juide had no information
on WHY they chose to
port Oregon Maples,
out there they were. A
urner's dream with their
Jiant trunks, offering vi-
sions of beautifully turned
dbjects.

Being without a car in
IDublin (by choice) we
oon learned to navigate

the city of 1.5 million peo-

ple by bus and light rail.
So the next Wednesday, we took the #14 bus
out to the suburbs and to Joe’s house and
shop. | wanted to see what went on in his
classes. Not a big place by any standard, it
was amazing that he was able to stuff 5 stu-
dents into an area of a single car garage -
with lathes, supplies and tools.

When | first met Joe, we talked about
what we each liked to turn, and | can remem-
ber saying that | wasn't much into turning
pens. It just didn’'t interest me. So when |
walked into his shop, he guides me over to a
lathe and says, “We’re going to have you turn
a pen today.” Sly fox he is. | had so much fun
at it, I've decided to add pens to my turning
repertoire.

Besides being a retired postal
worker and turner, Joe is a teacher and
has several turning classes a week. What a
. mix of students Joe has. Both re-
¥ tired and working. From a past own-
er of a cabinet shop to a taxi driver
£to an architect and a PR man. There
as Brendan, and Michael, and
aul and (don’t call me Desmond)
4 Des. All with varying experience in
urning and all working on different
B projects. Joe was a butterfly and the

—+ glue to the room, floating from one
" to another, making sure things were
going well, answering questions and
offering advice. Then, about 11:30 a
tap on my shoulder — “Coffee or tea?” It was
their standard break time and we all sat
around chatting over a cup of something
warm.

One thing about Continued on Page 4

Joe was a
butterfly and
the glue to
the room,
floating from
one to anoth-
er, making
sure things
were going
well.
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Calendar of events, shows, classes and other things
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2015

November 18 — Monthly meeting

Tool & Wood Swap Meet and ‘the Board Hoarder. Note:

this is the Wednesday before our regular meeting date.

December 16—Christmas Party
some blue ones, too.

Pot luck dinner and raffle items with “Red Tickets”. Maybe

2016

January 27
February 24

Joe’s shop is
S that his classes
| orce organiza-
ion. Like all of
our shops, his
as a layer of
on
piles and piles
of blanks and
alf-turned
tems. Look
around and you
see cabinets
tuffed with fin-
ishing  materi-
als, parts; and
shelves with plastic bins and drawers of small
parts that someone will need at some time.
And labels everywhere since he’s not the only
one looking for something. Makes me want to
take a look at my shop again.

Organization is a key

Joe and Mollie were very special
and welcoming people. We feel so fortunate
to have enjoyed being with them and sharing
their town. As big as Dublin is, it doesn’t suffer
from the big city syndrome. Rather we found
the people extremely friendly and helpful. Bus
drivers especially. On one of our first bus rides,
we had told the driver where we were going,
paid and took a seat on the upper deck. At one
point, he stops the bus and comes upstairs and
says, “This is your stop.” Now THAT is friendly.

Slainte!

RO

Now that the party is over-

For those that attended the 25th anniver-
sary celebration of the OPCAAW'’s existence, a
great time was had by all. If you missed it, stick

Monthly meeting—A.J. Mearns, Coring

Monthly meeting—Finishing session

around we’ll do another one in 2040.....

There was lots of behind the scenes activ-
ities that no one notices in the middle of a par-
ty. Long before the celebration—like months—,
the board of directors was discussing and plan-
ning. First in vague concepts and then, as time
grew nearer, in great detail.

Invitations had to be sent to those we
thought would enjoy or be interested, press
releases sent to the media and other turning
groups. Video equipment was tested for it's
compatibility with the Skype connection that we
had with Wally Dickerman.

Cakes were ordered and picked up. Deco-
rations were made or bought. And behind all of
this was a driving force.

| mention this because there is always
someone who is doing the lion’s share of the
work and getting little or no recognition. That
someone is our president, Russell Neyman. He
had the vision of what he wanted to see hap-
pen for such a milestone moment in our club’s
history. Russell made personal phone calls to
key people that he wanted to be there—they
were there in the early years of the club. Peo-
ple like Dave Schweitzer and Bonnie Klein. He
made calls to the AAW, and other clubs inviting
them to our party. He made calls to me when
another promotion idea would hit him.

For me, the “Above and Beyond” came
when Russell drove to Portland to meet with
Wally Dickerman personally, interview him, and
set things up for our Skype link. | asked myself
if | would have done the same in his position.
Nope! Not gonna do it. Don’t have the time.

So hats off, and Three Cheers for Russell.
Without him it would have been so much less.
—JTC

For me, the
“Above and
Beyond” came
when Russell
drove to Port-
land to meet
with Wally
Dickerman
personally,
interview him,
and set things
up for our
Skype link.

Nov 2015
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YO! In the back of the room!

Lately some comments have been
made about the acoustics of the gym where
we hold our meetings. It seems that conver-
sations at the BACK of the room are being
heard more easily than the person standing
at the front of the room with a microphone.
For those that are hearing challenged—
(stupid saying, but | love it)—the distraction
of the back room conversation overrides the
presentation being made.

So, as a common courtesy, if you need
to speak to someone and cannot whisper,
please step out into the hall to have your
conversation. I'm sure all of us, including
you will feel better about this. — JTC

(CE

PT Woodworkers Show

The call went out and many of you re-
sponded to man (or Person—PC correct)
the booth that our
club had in Port | &
Townsend. It's an an- ™=
nual event put on by
the “Sprinter Group”,
associated with the
Port Townsend
Woodworking School _
on Ft Worden cam-
pus. Primarily it is a
showcase of wood-
workers and their
creations. Wood
carvings, wall hanging, chairs, tables, cof-
fee tables AND this year— turnings.

At other venues this past summer, we
have had live turning which always brought
a crowd of looky-loos. However, the Ameri-
can Legion Hall, where the show took
place, couldn’t allow for live turning. Howev-
er, we did the best we could which was to
show off what we can do.

As with the other shows our club has
been in, there was a lot of interest in what
we do. Quite a few people signed up for our
newsletter, so we can expect to see many
new faces at our meetings in the future.

Many thanks goes out to the people
who volunteered to meet the attendees and
preach the benefits of belonging to our

Woodworkers Show.

group. As with other similar events this
past year, the volunteers had a great
time, to not only interact with the public,
but to get to know another member of the
club.

(C

~Fun Times with YouTube~

Dan Marler, a member of the
group and photographer, has made sev-
eral initial “Silent Turning” videos and
posted them on YouTube.

Open to critiques, Dan is modifying
his approach and refining the results with
each video he does. The first video used
a head or hat cam which showed every
tiny movement that he made with his
head. One suggestion said that the head
cam made her prone to motion sickness,
so Dan went to a fixed camera.

Since there is no audio and no com-
mentary, graphics have been added to
answer questions to technique or materi-

al before they come up.
‘,“Back in the day” Dan
attended a photography
school in Santa Barbera.
His major was Industrial
photography with a mo-
tion picture minor. In
SN those motion picture clas-
3 ses, he learned to shoot,
edit and assemble mov-
ies using celluloid film.
The concept with digital
is the same, but the application is a steep
learning curve.

So give a look at these videos and
leave comments if you're so inclined.

1) Rough to Round

2) Shaping

3) Hollowing

4) Inlay and Finishing

SAFETY

FIRST

Christmas gqift

QooD hint— | WOOD
N hats $20. At the
meeting.

v

et

(0
oy e

Hallow-
een is over
and the
clocks have
been set
back. If you
still go to
work, those
morning
commutes
will be in the
dark. Use
extra care as
your visibility
is reduced.

2015
Dues are
due!

Have pity
on the
Member-
ship VP
and pay
them at
this
month’s
meeting.
Only $30.

Nov 2015
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cclm3jlxroY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UozP_Zir2gQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlFwaj9Wq6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEIQ_2ccl4Y

CHATTERMARKS
Anniversary Celebration Com- Party ShOtS

ments

“‘My family and | had a wonderful
time meeting all of you through the inter-
net and | am disappointed | couldn’t be
there in person. | hope everyone gained
a little bit of inspiration. Thanks to all of
you.” - Wally Dickerman

Here are a few photos from our 25th
anniversary celebration in October.

“I never thought that Skype could be
a tool to learn from other [woodturners]
from around the world... | loved the meet-
ing and am glad others from the Seattle
Woodturners Club came.”- AJ Mearns, b i
president, Seattle Woodturners (.
NS

“The Skype presentation was a great

: TANIN
PO R\
bit of improvising that worked very well” - [& ¢ -6 o\
. . . /
Larry Miller, past president, Olympic \ -
Woodturners
Dave Schweitzer

Dan Ackerman (Rt) with Russell Neyman
telling us how it was with the club in the
early days.

Minwax Antique QOil Finish

A member reports that the Ace Hard-
ware Store on 3506 Kitsap Way in
Bremerton is now carrying Minwax Antique
Oil Finish for those of you that might be

Bonnie Klein (rt) and her top
above the cake that was auc-

interested in that particular product. tioned off for the video equip-
From the finishing session last month, ment fund. Russell Neyman (ctr
it was passed on that Minwax Antique Oil 1) and Skype interview with
is similar to Watco, but gives a better finish Wally Dickerman. Nov 2015
and faster.
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CHATTERMARKS
CLUB SPONSORY

Many of these sponsors will honor your membership badge with a discount.

fi\}‘ www.edensaw.com TURN TO
CRAFT SUPPLIES USA Po;t Tc:v;msend: (Zjl\llvie;c;rgggad PACKARD
THE WOODTURNERS CATALOG ort fownsena,
(360)-385-7878 FOR QUALITY
+ Low Price Guarantee e i Fax: (360) 385-5215 TURNING TOOLS

» Largest Selection - Toll-Free: (800) 745-3336 AND SUPPLIES
« Quality Products 4
» Superb Customer Service N

CHATTERMARKS

Poikard B

WOODWORKS The Olympic

INC. Peninsula Chap-
ter of The Ameri-
can Association

+ Fast, Low Cost Shipping
» Family Owned Since 1982

22
LOW PRICE GUARANTEE

} We'shop our competitors so you don't have tol

“WOODS, i1,

The Woodturner’s Source

woodturnerscatalog.com/PriceGuarantee

We constantly compare our prices to other companies to " . f W
make sure we offer you the best possible price. If you find N oW W It h a f u | I I ine Of O oodturners -
a lower price elsewhere, we'll match or beat the price! O PC AAW

Rockler Supplies 1-800-683-8876

1-800-551-8876 « woodturnerscatalog.com

and is published
monthly both
electronically and
for printed distri-
bution. All articles
are copyrighted
by OPCAAW
unless otherwise
noted. Letters to
the Editor and
article submis-
sions are
welcome.

fidence

ROCKLER

HARDWARE

WOODWORKING AND

Jim Conway,
Editor

877-672-5275
Www.cookwoods.com

wis space avaijg, /
Q

Place your ad here.
Read by millions!



The Mentoring Program

The OPCAAW Mentors are a select
group of artisans and professionals who
we have designated to promote, encour-
age, and guide novice and intermediate
woodturners  within our organization.
Mentors provide counsel on subjects like
shop setup, equipment purchase, safety,
wood preparation and specialized skills.
These are some friendly folks willing to
give you a point in the right direction.

While not actually a formal training
program, meetings with mentors often
become just that. In some cases, ad-
vanced formal instruction is available for
an hourly rate.

OPCAAW Mentoring is available only to
members. Please bring your current badge with

you to the first session.
The current Mentors are:
Dan Ackerman (Brinnon) 360-796-4155

Tones Briggs (Port Orchard)  360-271-
6448

Bob Hickernell (Bremerton) 360-479-

5501

George Kromka (Bremerton)  360-373-
1028

Jim Leary (Kingston) 360-297-5872
Jim McFarland (Shelton) 903-352-9807

OPCAAW Officers & Staff

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Russell Neyman, President
C: 360-813-4484
President@ OPCAAW.com

Brad Stave, VP Training & Education
C: 206-910-5459
Training@OPCAAW.com

Jim Conway, VP Public Relations
C: 360-531-0168
PublicRelations@OPCAAW.com

Schuyler Beaver, VP Membership
H: 360-698-4108
Membership@OPCAAW.com

Peter Gerstel, Secretary
H:360-697-6150
Secretary@OPCAAW.com

Jon Geisbush, Treasurer
H:360-297-1773
Treasurer@OPCAAW.com

Vern West, Sergeant-at-Arms
H:360-479-8634
SergeantatArms@OPCAAW.com

Vito and Vinny Cortocci—Dues Collectors
Enforcers@OPCAAW,com

STAFF POSITIONS

Cindy Allen, Special Events Coordinator

H:360-373-3041
SpecialEvents@OPCAAW.com

Jim McFarland, Librarian
903-352-9807

Barbara Davis, Glue & Sandpaper Sales

C: 360-731-2725

Jeff Childs, Video Director
C: 360-303-7074

Jeff Nagley, Cameraman
360-229-3900

Tex Lewis, Cameraman
360-698-3893

Stan Stumbo, Audio
206-842-1458

Larry Matkins Webmaster

360-551-1044
Webmaster@OPCAAW

To email all Board of Directors at once—

BOD@OPCAAW.com
To email all Staff email at once—
Staff@OPCAAW.com

Simply the finest
™ lathgtycl)ols 'gfailable
I IR T P TR SRR T VT Y e

R R R L e L R RS e R

www.D-WayTools.com DWayTools@hctc.com 360/432-9509

"If you don't
blow up a
bowl every
now and

then,

you aren't

trying hard
enough.”

-- Dick Raffin,

Master
Woodturner
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tel:206-910-5459

