
Last year Art Liestman dazzled us with 

some of his very unique art work turned on a 

lathe. And you say, ñWell 

of course, Jim, all of our 

demonstrators turn things 

on a lathe.ò Yes, but it did 

not look like anything I 

would make on a lathe. 

Same thing this year. Art 

will be with us on the 31st 

of August and demon-

strate his Lost Wood tech-

nique. 

Knowledge of the ñlost 

waxò process of jewelry 

doesnôt help a bit in understanding what Art 

does. So I guess 

weôll have to wait un-

til the end of the 

month to what itôs all 

about. 

The item at the 

right is one of his 

Lost Wood pieces. 

Itôs 7-1/2ò tall which is 

about one hand span 

long, from thumb to 

little finger.  Hmmm, 

still doesnôt look like 

something Iôd turn on 

a lathe.  

Under Artôs web-

site (artliestman.com) 

on his ñSpritesò page, 

he describes the Lost 

Wood sculptures as 

ñsmall hollow, non-

round vesselsò. ñThey are asymmetrical 

 

forms, being oval in cross-section and with 

carved pointy tops.ò 

He further describes them as evoking 

ñhappy beings in hooded cloaks, perhaps 

monks or residents of a cold rainy climate.ò 

Originally from Kansas, Art has lived 

half of his life in Vancouver, B.C. (Canada), 

where his day job is that of a University 

Professor. He readily admits to what all of 

us already knowðturning can be very ad-

dictive. According to his web page, he turns 

when his day job allows him and although 

Art is an accomplished artist extraordinaire, 

he humbly asserts ñI just make stuffò. That 

motto has been seen around the Olympic 

Peninsula Woodturners meetings as Art 

sells T-shirts with 

that saying. 

     A little known  

fact about Art is that 

he dabbles in play-

ing Jazz bass. Donôt 

ask him about music 

theory from a Jazz 

perspective unless 

you want your eyes 

to glaze over. Thatôs 

something Jazz mu-

sicians can do with-

out even breaking a 

sweat. 

     Come join Art 

and your fellow club 

members on 

Wednesday the 

31st, and be treated 

to a unique artistic 

demonstration in wood turning. 
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F YOU are one of 
those, like me, who is 
passionate about 
woodturning, there is no 
better way to share that 
enthusiasm than to 
show others how to spin 
wood. Our club does 
exactly that each year at 
the Kitsap County Fair 
and other local craft 
shows as well as a series of ñopen shopò 
events by individual artisans. 
   The Olympic Peninsula Woodturners 

have been a featured live demonstration at 
the county fair for several years, drawing 
small crowds at the Presidentôs Hall in Sil-
verdale. We have an ample 
display of some of our mem-
bersô work, an assortment of 
tools and a lathe to help us 
explain how (and what) it 
takes to execute the craft, 
and ï occasionally ï live 
turning. 
   As many of us have 

noted, ñwhen the lathe is 
turned, on the crowd shows 
up.ò These events are really 
fun and generate excite-
ment. 
   Yes, we DO partici-

pate in these sorts of events 
several times a year* (see 
footnote on following page) 
to promote our club and to 
promote the craft, but there 
are benefits beyond mere 
expansion of our sphere of 
influence. The truth is, there 
is no better way to LEARN 
than to TEACH. We encour-
age all of you ï advanced turners and nov-
ices alike ï to come, participate, and help 
us articulate what our club and the craft 
are all about. 
   Think about it: In the early stages of 

woodturning, the beginner struggles to re-
member all the variables and apply them 
appropriately. But, when asked to explain it 
to another individual (or, listening to anoth-
er turnerôs explanation) things seem to 
make more sense. Teaching gives you the 
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opportunity to share your successes and 
failures and shorten the learning curve of 
others. 
   Typically, the people who drop in at 

these events already have a passing inter-
est in the craft. They usually say things 
like, ñI turned a little way back in shop 
classò or ñIôve always been fascinated by 
this but didnôt know where to start.ò 
   Well, this is where woodturning 

starts--! Taking a block of wood and re-
shaping it into a useful thing or a piece of 
beautiful art is a timeless craft that dates 
back thousands of years, and weôre pass-
ing it on to future generations by demon-
strating it at these events. Itôs a win-win 
deal; You grow as a woodturner and 

woodturning grows be-
cause you shared your 
enthusiasm for it. Thatôs 
what this club is all about.    
THE POINT IS, if youôd 
like to advance your skill-
set or help others to ad-
vance theirs ï or both ï 
step up and take a shift at 
the County Fair or host an 
open shop at your place. 
You might THINK youôre 
merely helping the club, 
but I can guarantee that 
youôll leave with an ex-
panded awareness of 
what it is, exactly, that oc-
curs behind the lathe and 
become more articulate 
about what our club has to 
offer. 
   OK, we get it that some 
of you lack the confidence 
in your technique to actu-
ally teach it, but if you 

simply approach these events as ñleading 
a discussionò youôll get comfortable in your 
role quickly. 
   For those of you who need a re-

fresher course, OPCAAW offers the follow-
ing: 
¶ General meetings on the last Wednes-
day of most months that include a ma-
jor speaker, an incredible Show & Tell, 
and a Wood Auction. 

TURNABOUTS / BY RUSSELL NEYMAN 

Continued on pg 3 

Turned by Russell Neyman 
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¶ A free, comprehensive lending library. 
¶ Glue and Sandpaper Sales at discount. 
¶ Many retail woodworking stores honor 
our membership badges with a dis-
count. 

¶ A resource-oriented website with hun-
dreds of tips and links useful to 
woodturners far and wide.  

¶ A monthly newsletter, CHATTER-
MARKS, that is both informative and 
entertaining. 
Because we are one of the oldest and 
largest turning clubs in America, we 
have the leverage to bring in top 
demonstrators. It helps that we are 
financially secure and well man-
aged. 

Our pro-rated January-to-December 
dues are a mere $30 annually, with 
a family plan available. 

      As I like to say, ñWe put on a really 
good show.ò  

ððððððððððððð-  

*In addition to the Kitsap County Fair, OP-
CAAW also demonstrates at the Olalla 
Bluegrass Festival, the Port Townsend 
Woodworking Show, and the Washington 
State Fair. We also have several club-
sponsored ñSawdust Sessionsò and hands-
on classes throughout the year. See the 
Calendar of Events in this edition of CHAT-
TERMARKS for details. 

Block Challenge! 
Vern West will be running a ñBlock 

Challengeò for the month of September. 
Whuzzat?!? 
Take a block of wood, uniform to the 

challenge and make something with it. Em-
phasis ñsomething.ò Anything. 
Vern will have blocks of wood (a few 

different types) all 3/4òx3/4òx7ò. See Vern 
at the August meeting and request your 
block of wood. You will have ONE MONTH 
to make something with your block. Bring it 
to Show and Tell at the September meet-
ing and weôll compare turnings. 
Vern is here to helpðhere is his list of 

things that you can make with your block. 
¶ Ear ringsðdrop, bead, hoop segment-
ed 

¶ Necklaceðmedallion, beaded 
¶ Ringsðsegmented 
¶ Braceletðbeaded, segmented 
¶ Honey dipperðsmall 
¶ Doll house miniaturesðplates, cups, 
saucers, goblets, flasks, bowls 

¶ Box Finial 
¶ Christmas ornament finial 
¶ Bird house ornament parts 
¶ Legs for feet for various plates, bowls, 
vessels 

¶ Salt spoon 
¶ Miniature bat 
And the list goes on. When you pick 

up your block of wood from Vern, he may 
have some additional suggestionsðor you 
could give him one of yours. 
Anyway, it should be fun to see what 

we each can do with a similar starting 
point. 

 
    hg 
 

A PIC-A-NIC REPORT 
From Cindy Allen 
A good time was had by all. We were 

totally covered by the structures on site 
and trees, so with the breeze we were 
shaded, comfortable, and could kick back 
and enjoy the great conversation. There 
was croquet and horseshoes if folks were 
interested and plenty of groomed grounds 
for kids to play on. We had a couple of 
door prize winners ($30 Craft Supply gift 
certificates), but the real treat was spend-
ing quality time with those who have a 
shared interest, meeting new members 
and spouses, and getting a chance to 
swap stories. 
Many thanks to those who made this 

the success that it was: George Kromka 
who bought the BBQ ingredients and de-
layed his vacation to man the grill, and 
Larry Lemon who was the lead for this 
picnic and missed a family celebration to 
make sure this went without a hitch. I 
would encourage everyone to attend the 
picnic event next year.  If you have ideas 
to improve or would like to participate in 
future planning - let Larry know, he would 
appreciate the help.ðCA 

 
    gh 
 

Russell Neyman is a writer, wood-
worker, and a historian who lives in Port 
Orchard. He is president of the Olympic 
Peninsula Woodturners as well as chair-
man of The Yukon Harbor Historical Soci-
ety. 
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PT Turning Classes 
Port Townsend School of Woodwork-

ing is hosting four classes in September 

and October on wood turning. Bonnie 

Klein, Stephen Hatcher and Tom Hen-

scheid will be the instructors. Go to their 

web page for more detailsðhttp://

www.ptwoodschool.org/woodturning-

classes/.  
    gh 

    OLALLA FUN! 
In the photo below, Troy Kellington 

shows Doug, a young visitor to the Olalla 

Blue Grass Festival, how to turn a bowl. 

We have said many times that as a group 

we need to reach out to the younger gen-

erations to interest them to the world of 

wood turning. 

The Olalla Festival was on such event 

that your club is using to spread the word. 

The Kitsap County FairðAugust 24 to 

28ðis another venue where we have a 

presence and will share the fun of our hob-

by and craft. 
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    Lathe Auction 
The lathe that the club will be using at 

the Kitsap County Fair for demonstrations 

was donated to the club and has been re-

furbished. It will be auctioned off at the 

September Meeting on 9/28/16. As hap-

pened the last time we did this, the auction 

will be open to members and non-

members and take place right after the an-

nouncements at the meeting. 

The lathe is a Jet 12-36 on a rolling 

stand. It has a Reeves variable speed 

drive and a 1òx8tpi spindle. It comes with 

two tool rests, but does not have a chuck 

or spur drive at the moment. 

If you are interested and would like to 

try it out, come by the clubôs booth at the 

Kitsap County Fair and give it a spin. Then 

make sure that you are at the September 

meeting with your checkbook in hand. 

This lathe is refurbished but as a com-

parison, Home Depot carries them for 

$920. This could be a great opportunity to 

have a sweet running Jet lathe for a bar-

gain. 

Rememberðthe proceeds from this 

sale will go into the video upgrade fund for 

our live demonstrations. 

2016 

August 24-28  ð Kitsap County Fair 

Oct 1   ð Port Townsend Sawdust Session 

Nov 5-6  ð Port Townsend Woodworkers Show 

Nov 6   ð Jimmie Allenôs Box making class 

Sept 28   ð Monthly meeting with Tom Wirsing on emerging technologies 

Sept 29   ð Tom Wirsing workshop 

Troy Kellington shows a visitor, Doug, how to turn 

a bowl on a lathe. 

Didja know?? 

That you can 

pay for your 

wood auction 

purchases with 

a credit card? 

See Jon Gies-

bush after the 

sale to make 

that payment. 

http://www.ptwoodschool.org/woodturning-classes/
http://www.ptwoodschool.org/woodturning-classes/
http://www.ptwoodschool.org/woodturning-classes/
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Iôll check with the other Heneryôs to see if theyôll honor the sameð

JTC 


