
Welcome all to (almost) Fall!  Wow, that 
summer went by quickly… 

This month is a Sawdust Session for 
the regular meeting while also hosting 
the Board Hoarder. In addition, we are 
hosting our Tool Swap.  Remember to 
wear comfortable shoes as there will be 
a lot of time spent wandering around to 
see all there is to see! 

For the Sawdust Session we have 
quite a lineup and note that most are 
potentially hands-on and demonstrators 
ask that you bring some of your own 
items to work with or work on.  Here is 
what to expect and what to bring: 

Ellen Winnie – Ellen will be demon-
strating embellishment techniques. 
Bring a bowl, platter, or scrap wood to 
work on with Ellen.  

Ralph Lindberg – Ralph will be 
demonstrating off-center turning (multi 
axis between centers ) and provide an 
opportunity for club members to do 
some off-center turning. 

Sandi Swayze – Sandi will be demon-
strating the way she sets up her seg-
mented turnings. 

George Kromka – George will be 
hand threading on the lathe .. or “Hand 
Chasing.” Members will get a chance to 
try it out.  

Jimmy Allen- Jimmy will be turning his 
award winning boxes and demonstrat-
ing his use of negative rake scrap-
ers .. members will be able to try it out.  

 
John Elliot – John will be instructing 
members on proper tool control on his 
new midi lathe.  

Jeff Brody – Jeff will be discussing de-
sign opportunities with given bowl 
blanks. Jeff is asking that members 
bring that turning blank that you would 
like to talk about.  

Brad Stave – Brad will be demonstrat-
ing Hollow Form Turning and allow 
members to try out different styles of 
hollow form tools 

Tool Sale – Members will be able to 

bring in tools / stuff that they would like 

to sell. All sales will be between the 

members and the club will not be re-

sponsible for the sale.  To help the club 

out the board is recommending that 

10% of the members sales be given 

back to the club as a donation. (not 

mandatory, very much appreciated). 

The 

Board 

Hoarder- 

Steve 

Bartocci 
is known as 

the Board 

Hoarder 

and will be 

set up to 

sell some terrific wood and be able to 

answer most questions about “What 

kinda of Wood is this? 
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Greetings for September! 

The Fair is over and by all ac-

counts our booth was a great 

success.  There was a lot of inter-

est in what we do, we ran out of 

pre-made tops by mid-day on Fri-

day! Made tops, wands, honey 

dippers, a pen demo, goblets, 

flowers, small natural edge dish-

es and other items during the fair.  

It is estimated that we handed out 

about 1,700 tops!  There are 

people that are returning each 

year to add a top to their collec-

tion and tell stories about how 

much their child has enjoyed the 

top and how they look forward to 

receiving another one the next 

year.  I really appreciate all the 

work that the members put into 

making this a huge success.   

How fast do you turn?  What 

speed is the lathe running?  

These are questions that are of-

ten heard. 

There is no one simple answer.  It 

depends on many factors: wood 

species; wet or dry; diameter; 

quality of wood; defects; glue 

joints; and more.  I think the first 

thing is what feels safe to you 

and to err on the side of caution.  

If the piece is not round, out of 

balance, go slow.  Once the blank 

is round and in balance the speed 

can go up.  How Fast? 
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In metal working there is a specific 

formula that is applied to calculate 

the speed. It considers the type of 

metal and diameter.  It requires the 

use of a table to determine the cor-

rect cutting speed of any given 

metal. In doing a little research re-

garding wood turning I found a 

suggested formula to calculate a 

speed range.  This does not ac-

count for other variables such as 

wood species and condition or the 

expertise of the turner.  With that 

said, what is suggested as a start-

ing point (once rounded) in wood is 

as follows: 

Minimum speed RPM = 6,000 di-

vided by the diameter in inches, 

and 

Maximum speed RPM = 9,000 di-

vided by the diameter in inches 

So, applying this to a couple of examples 

A 6-inch bowl  

RPM = 6,000 /6 would be 1,000 RPM 

minimum 

RPM = 9,000 / 6 would be 1,500 RPM 

maximum. 

12-inch bowl  

500 RPM minimum 

750 RPM maximum 

2 inch and under Tops, finials, etc. 

Minimum 3,000 RPM  

Maximum 4,500 RPM 

So how fast does your lathe turn?  

If you are using a lathe with 

stepped pulleys you pick a step 

that fits in the min/max range.  

(continued next page) 

There is no 

“cheating” 

in woodturn-

ing… just 

“creativity” 

and different 

ways to do 

things. 
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September 25 — Regular Meeting and Sawdust Session with the Board Hoarder; 

Steve Bartucci will also be onsite selling wood and will be a stop on the sawdust 

session. This meeting will also feature a tool sale!  Stay tuned for news... 

October 30 — Regular Meeting. Larry Taylor — Beaded Basket Illusion 

November 19—Regular Meeting. Brad Stave “How to hold most everything” 

More to follow and you can keep up to date at our club website calendar: 

http://opcaaw.com/my-calendar/  

We have “so 

much oppor-

tunity to put a 

bad finish on 

our work” 

Mike 

Mahoney 

President’s Challenges – 2019 

September – Long stemmed Goblet – 

Warbler?? 

October – Napkin Rings 

November – Christmas Ornament/

Decoration 

December – Merry Christmas – at-

tend Christmas Party – no challenge 

(continued from previous page) If you 

have the luxury of a variable 

speed control you can be more 

selective.  So when turning small 

items like finials, tops and the like 

you can if you want crank it up to 

max speed on most lathes!   

REMEMBER always be safe and 

only turn as fast as what is comfort-

able you!! Keep your tools sharp, 

and practice, practice, practice.  

If you encounter problems or just 

have questions that is what the 

mentors are for as well as helping 

each other. 

For a more in-depth topic of this 

subject Craft Supplies has a good 

blog on the subject including a vid-

eo. 

http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2012/08/

safe-wood-lathe-speeds/ 

Keep making shavings and I look 

forward to seeing you at the meet-

ing! 

Larry Lemon — President 

PS (and a repeat) I again want to thank 

all for the help at the end of the meetings 

with putting chairs and tables up.  It really 

makes the cleanup go much more quick-

ly.  THANK YOU!   

We also always appreciate folks 

that can come a little early to help 

set up.  If you are one that needs to 

slip out early for whatever reason, 

please consider coming early 

enough to help set up. 

http://opcaaw.com/my-calendar/
http://opcaaw.com/my-calendar/
http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2012/08/safe-wood-lathe-speeds/
http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2012/08/safe-wood-lathe-speeds/
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"Opportunity is 
missed by most 
people because 
it is dressed in 
overalls and 

looks like work."  

Thomas  
Edison 

Starting next month I hope to have 

more video links available for sea-

sonal items related to turning and 

also for instruction or tips on the 

challenge of the month.  I will try to 

get two months ahead eventually 

to allow time to participate in these 

challenges which are designed to 

improve and stretch your skills or 

maybe just dust off some forgotten 

muscle memory.  Videos will be 

both from AAW resources (requires 

a current membership (highly en-

couraged!!) to view) and others 

that we can find that will shed light 

on shedding chips for your intend-

ed projects.  Have something spe-

cific you would like to share or 

see? Let me know and we’ll see 

what we can do! 

___________________ 

__________________________ 

AAW Total Experience  

Woodturning tip from  

Mike Mahoney 

Along with a pitch on why it is good 

to be a member of the American 

Association of Woodturners, here 

is a primer or refresher on shear 

scraping for you: 

https://youtu.be/jBIUEfWBxZk 

And aonther vidw with Glen Lucas 

on Grinder Maintenance with the 

Wolverine Sharpening System: 

https://youtu.be/4I4FaX_mnqg 

 

Happy Turning!! 

A nominations committee has 
been charged with presenting a 
slate of candidates to serve as 
officers and board members of 
OPCAAW next year. If you are 
interested in becoming an officer 
or a member of the board at 
large, please see or contact Jeff 
Brody, who is chair of the com-
mittee. The committee’s recom-
mendations will be presented to 
the membership for considera-
tion by Oct. 1. Elections for offic-
ers and board members general-
ly are held during the November 
meeting. We still have openings 
for President and Sergeant at 
Arms and possibly Members at 
Large, although you can run for 
any of the positions. 

Stay tuned at the meeting for up-

dates on a club logo “golf” or 

“polo” style shirt!  We hope to 

have examples there for you to 

look at and check out the sizes.  

From the STRAIT TURNERS 

Join us for our next meeting 
September 24th, 12:00 PM at 
the Gardiner Community 
Center. 

The Strait Turners monthly 
meeting for September will fea-
ture demonstrations by Mike 
Mahoney . This will be similar 
to the program hosted by OP-
CAAW last month.  New turn-
ers welcome. $5 door fee for non-
members. 

https://youtu.be/jBIUEfWBxZk
https://youtu.be/4I4FaX_mnqg
mailto:webmaster@opcaaw.com
mailto:webmaster@opcaaw.com
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www.nilesbottlestoppers.com  

 

 

 

 

 

BoxMaster Tools is now officially 
a part of D-Way Tools!!   
Click HERE for more info 

Sumner Woodworker Store 

 

908 Cherry Ave. 
Sumner, WA 98390 

253-891-9413 

Many of these sponsors will honor your current membership badge with a discount. 

“When the 

wood is 

pretty, 

keep it 

simple!” 

 

Mike  

Mahoney 

Look for Penn State Industries to pos-

sibly advertise here in the future! 

mailto:reedgray@comcast.net
https://www.robohippy.net/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=50158092&msgid=121301&act=OEHZ&c=1689112&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fnilesbottlestoppers.com
http://boxmastertools.com/blog/boxmaster-tools-dway-tools/
https://nilesbottlestoppers.com/
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877-672-5275 
Www.cookwoods.com 

Many of these sponsors will honor your current membership badge with a discount. 

Steve Bartocci, 206-359-4300  ●  wopwoody@comcast.net 
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CHATTERMARKS is  
produced by and 
for  

The Olympic Pen-
insula Chapter of 
The American As-
sociation of 
Woodturners -
OPCAAW  

and is published 
monthly both elec-
tronically and for 
printed distribution. 
All articles are cop-
yrighted by OP-
CAAW      unless 
otherwise noted. 
Letters to the Edi-
tor and article sub-
missions are        
welcome.   

Rob Parker,  Editor 
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The Mentoring Program 
CONSIDER A MENTOR—The OP-

CAAW Mentors are a select group of 

artisans and professionals who we have 

designated to promote, encourage, and 

guide novice and intermediate woodturn-

ers  within our organization. Mentors pro-

vide counsel on subjects like shop setup, 

equipment purchase, safety, wood prepa-

ration and specialized skills. These are 

some friendly folks willing to give you a 

point in the right direction. 

While not actually a formal training 

program, meetings with mentors often 

become just that.  In some cases, ad-

vanced formal instruction is available at an 

hourly rate. 

OPCAAW Mentoring is available only to 

members. Please bring your current badge 

with you to the first session. 

The current Mentors are: 

George Kromka (Bremerton) 360-373-1028 

Jim Leary (Kingston)  360-297-5872 

Brad Stave (Gig Harbor) 206-910-5459   

 Go to this link on our website for an 

updated article on the Mentor Program — what 

it takes to be a good mentor! 

Show–quality 

figured bowl, pen, and  

spindle blanks 

nwfiguredwoods.com 

A proud sponsor of The Olympic Peninsula 

Woodturners (but no longer offering OP-

CAAW discounts) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Larry Lemon, President 

     C: 253-278-9058    
     President@OPCAAW.com 

Brad Stave, VP Training & Education 

     C: 206-910-5459  

     Training@OPCAAW.com 

Rob Parker, VP Public Relations 

     C: 206-595-6569 

     PublicRelations@OPCAAW.com 

Michael Block, VP Membership 

     C: 253-632-1125 

     Membership@OPCAAW.com 

Ellen Winnie, Secretary 

     H:360-779-5979 

     Minuteman@OPCAAW.com 

Jon Geisbush, Treasurer 

     H:360-297-1773 C: 360-362-2869  

     Treasurer@OPCAAW.com 

Ray Ewing, Sergeant-at-Arms   

     C:  360-813-2820 

     SergeantatArms@OPCAAW.com 

Jeff Brody, Board Member at Large  

         360-692-4147   Webmaster@OPCAAW.com 

Russell Neyman, Past President 

     C:  360-813-4484 

     PastPresident@OPCAAW.com 

 

STAFF POSITIONS 

Jeff Brody, Webmaster  

         360-692-4147   Webmaster@OPCAAW.com 

Vern West, Librarian 

      H 360-479-8634 

Barbara Davis, Glue & Sandpaper Sales 

     C: 360-731-2725 

Jeff Childs, Video Director 

     C: 360-303-7074 

Jeff Nagley, Cameraman Bruce Claiborne, Cameraman 

          360-229-3900      206-842-2491 

Chuck Cook, Cameraman 

     C: 360-698-4915 

Stan Stumbo, Audio 

            206-842-1458 

Ray Ewing, Facebook Modertaor   

http://opcaaw.com/wp-content/uploads/Mentor-Program-OPCAAW.pdf
http://opcaaw.com/
NWFiguredwoods.com

